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SMESE

A Comparative Study on Metaphorical Generation
Mechanism of Sadness Emotion in English and Chinese

CUI Yan
( Heilongjiang University of Finance and Economics, Harbin, Heilongjiang 150025, China)

Abstract: This paper selects a common emotion of human beings sadness emotion and conducts a
comparative analysis on the conceptual metaphors of it in English and Chinese from the perspective of cogni-
tive linguistics. During this course, it explores the similarities and differences between the two languages in
the conceptualization of this emotion and finally constructs its metaphorical generation mechanism in order to
give language learners guidance on how to use metaphorical language to express emotions.

Keywords: emotion; sadness; metaphorical generation mechanism; comparative study
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