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On the Rise and Enlightenment of Comprehensive Planning

An Investigation Centered on American Law

ZHAO Li
(School of Law of Hangzhou Dianzi University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310018, China)

Abstract ; Under the background of the prominent malpractice of the planning system dominated by the local
zoning regulations, American comprehensive planning aims to make macro and long-term plans for urban
development, overcoming the localism, and indirectly guide and restrict the land developments through the
way associated with the zoning, mainly including the “planning conformity approach” and “planning factor
approach”. The binary division of “mandatory content” and “non-mandatory content” in China’s planning
legal system is similar with the experience of the United States, but the specific system linking comprehen-
sive planning and regulatory detailed planning still needs to be refined to implement the comprehensive plan-
ning.

Keywords: comprehensive planning; planning conformity approach; planning factor approach
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