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Exploring Cognitive Stereotyping and Bias in the
Attribution of Smog Formation in Beijing

—Based on the Information Processing and Communication Approach

LI Chen
( Department of Journalism, School of Culture and Communication,

Beijing International Studies University, Beijing 100024, China)

Abstract: The “Blue Sky” campaign aiming to tackle the air pollution in Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region has
progressed well, but it still requires a great deal of patience and efforts to curb such a complex problem as
the smog. By using a mixed method of surveys and interviews, this study investigates Beijing residents’ per-
ceptions of what caused the smog as a way of understanding public concerns and policy implications. It finds
opinions diverge greatly, especially with a dichotomy over whether car emission is the main cause, within
the explanatory framework of which confirmation bias and illusory correlation are further developed. Moreo-
ver, contextual factors are referred to for heuristics in which, for example, high-sulphur coals are singled
out to reflect the common problem between heavy industries and winter heating.

Keywords: atiribution of smog formation; cognitive stereotyping; cognitive bias, information processing.
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( 4256 10 51)
Thinking about the Construction of Beijing Suburban Railway

WANG Deli
(Institute of Economics, Beijing Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: The construction of a “one-hour commuting circle” around the central urban area of Beijing with
the suburban railway as the core is of great significance for accelerating the deconstruction of non-capital
functions and promoting the coordinated development of Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei. During the 14th Five-
Year Plan period, Beijing should break through the barriers of institutional mechanisms and technical stand-
ards for the integrated development of “road and land” as soon as possible, fully excavate and construct new
railway lines on the basis of using the existing railway resources. A variety of investment and financing mod-
els are combined to build a “ring + radial” suburban railway network coordinated with the urban layout.
We will properly and effectively address the “big city disease” in Beijing and boost the coordinated develop-
ment of the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region.

Keywords: suburban railway; existing problems; countermeasures and suggestions; Beijing
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